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The local elections on May 23 will be a referendum on Fine Gael and Labour. They have 
continued what Fianna Fáil started – putting the burden of  the financial crisis onto ordinary 
people. 

I say ‘Change these priorities – put people first’. The bankers and speculators are making 
big gains, while ordinary people have their living standards driven down and face cuts to 
essential services – like medical cards and the local ambulance service.

If  elected, I will do my best to be a voice for ordinary people on the big issues, as well as 
working to improve services in Celbridge and Leixlip – including services previously pro-
vided by Leixlip Town Council. We need to change priorities. I am a campaigner for social 
equality. I call for a halt to the anti-social policies of  the big parties and I argue for positive 
alternatives.

People-power can bring change and restore our living standards and public services. 
These should be funded by fair taxation: more from high incomes, wealth and big business. 
If  elected, I will work to improve local services and oppose cuts or more tax on ordinary 
people – like water charges. 

Clare Daly TD says “The 
whistleblowers showed the need for 
transparency and openness. They 
also showed that you’re not beaten 
until you give up. Brendan is one of  
the best fighters that money can’t 
buy. I look forward to working with 

him in the future.”



Getting to hospital if you have an accident or fall ill comes before all else. Yet the 
ambulance depot at Maynooth – which covers a population of over 60,000 in 
Celbridge, Leixlip, Clane, Kilcock, Straffan and Maynooth – is closed from 7am til 
7pm every Thursday due to cuts. In an emergency, an ambulance has to come 
from Athy, Naas, Dublin or even Cavan!
Ambulances from Maynooth also have to provide cover for the depots in Tallaght, 
Swords, Baltinglass and Arklow when they are closed on other days of the week. 
So in reality there is only a skeleton service for north Kildare and inevitable 
delays, leading to deaths or ruined health. This is completely unacceptable. 

This government shamelessly refuses to fund our 
ambulances. An extra !78 million would bring 
ambulance funding to !208 million and match the 
spending in Scotland, which has a proper service.

I am fighting to restore the full ambulance service. 
I say: suspend payments to the bank bailout and 
fund our ambulances.

Ordinary people are having difficulty making ends meet. Yet the government is 
demanding that Councils now decide to raise or lower the Property Tax, by up 
to 15% - a likely increase of !50 to !75. 

Many are now burdened with two charges supposedly paying for local 
services: the property tax and estate management fees. The property tax 
is unfair and goes to the bank bailout. It should be scrapped and I oppose 
any increases while it remains in place. I will fight for transparency and 
accountability regarding management fees; and for Kildare County Council to 
more quickly take charge of estates. I will also fight any cuts in services or job 
losses. Kildare needs proper funding of services, not more stealth taxes.

The government plans to charge !240 a year for water from January 2015, 
rising after the 2016 election. We already pay for water from direct taxation. 
At the last election Labour opposed water tax proposals of  !238 by Fine 
Gael and !400 by Fianna Fáil. Labour have betrayed us. The water tax is a 
cash-cow and Irish Water will be privatised, if  we let them!

I call for the water charge to be scrapped. I will hold meetings in the autumn 
to see if  mass non-payment has support. I will also work with other anti-
austerity groups around the country to build political pressure to drop this 
charge in the run-up to the general election in 2016. 

The water charge introduced in 1992 was dropped just before the general 
election in 1997 due to political pressure by anti-water-tax candidates. We 
can repeat that in 2016.

Protesting against charges outside Irish Water HQ

Talking to motorists about the crisis in the ambulance service



Children’s health, in particular, can be seriously damaged by microwave 
emissions from mobile phone masts. Masts should be moved away from 
schools and similar buildings. I will work with parents of children in Scoil 
San Carlo, Confey, to have nearby masts moved.

Adults and children walking in Mill Lane or going to the playing fields in St. 
Catherine’s Park are being put at risk by heavy sludge tankers going to 
the water treatment plant. These tankers must be stopped using Mill Lane 
before a tragedy happens. I will press for an alternative arrangement for 
sludge disposal that gets tankers off Mill Lane and Leixlip Main St.

The Castletown House parkland is a wonderful amenity used by 
people from Celbridge, Leixlip and beyond. It is used around the 
clock by runners, walkers and shift-workers taking a short-cut.

The priority for Castletown parkland should be maximum use by 
the community – whenever we wish. I am campaigning to retain 
the 24hr right of way through the parkland and to stop the OPW 
and Kildare County Council fencing it off. 

A fence would cost !1 million or more. If money is available it 
should go to local facilities – especially for young people – not 
fences to keep us off public lands.

If the OPW succeeds in erecting a fence and ending the 24hr 
right of way, they will increasingly restrict access. Entry fees are 
possible, like the !5 per car fee into Donadea forest.

I will act to stop attempts by the OPW to erect a fence and 
encourage others to do likewise. Castletown parkland is a public 
space – let’s keep it that way.

The government says bank-crash debt must be 
paid in order to borrow and pay for public services, 
because there’s no other source of money. This is 
not true. Money is available, but the establishment 
parties won’t chase it because their rich friends would 
have to pay. 

 !595,000. Tax high incomes to raise !1 billion 

!324 billion in assets is held by wealthy Irish   
 residents. Tax wealth to raise !3 billion. 

 government, multinationals pay less than   
 3% tax on Irish profits of more than !95 billion.   
 Close tax loopholes to raise !5 billion

The rich would hardly notice this extra tax. But they 
have friends in the establishment parties, so ordinary 
people are made to pay. 

I say: challenge the huge inequalities of wealth and 
income that exist in Ireland today.

The home and water taxes, withdrawal of medical cards, cuts to education and other 
services are due to the choices made by Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael-Labour to pay the 
debts of bankers and speculators. They’re making ordinary people responsible for them, 
at a cost of almost !64 billion – with !20 billion coming from the national pension fund. 
Interest on bank-crash debt will be !10 billion in 2015, to be raised from cuts and tax – 
including home & water taxes.

 I say suspend payments and hold a public audit to see 
what is owed to whom – and who should be paid. This should be done before any bank-
ing enquiry, which will only show that Fianna Fáil – cheered on by Fine Gael – made laws 
that encourage speculation.
The Central Bank has yet to issue !24 billion in bonds to pay for the Anglo ‘promissory 
notes’. These should be scrapped. If they are issued, that !24 billion becomes part of  
our national debt with yearly interest of almost !900 million.
Public money should be used for health care, education and housing, not to pay the 
private debts of speculators or banks – whose bosses are not held to account and who 
continue to make gains, along with their many consultants and advisors.
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At a protest to get phone masts moved away from San Carlo school

Campaigning to keep Castletown open



I am an independent candidate and a member of  Community Solidarity, 
an independent group from Celbridge and Leixlip. We are committed to 
improving local facilities and proper public services. We want social equality 
and support the above Pledge. We also want action to combat climate 
change, stop fracking and promote sustainable development.
I grew up at Young’s Cross and learned a trade in Young’s Garage. Like 
many others, I left the country to find work. This led me to university, 
teaching and research. I returned in 2000 and am now fighting to ensure 
the people of  Celbridge and Leixlip get the services they need and have a 
decent future in the area.

I support the following Pledge, with up to 100 other anti-austerity 
candidates around the country. 
“As a candidate in the local elections 2014, I pledge: to fight the property 
and water taxes; to oppose any cuts or new austerity taxes on ordinary 
people; not to enter into coalitions or deals with parties bringing in such 
measures; to promote policies that unite ordinary people against austerity, 
fighting for the rights of  all and resisting divisions on lines of  race, gender, 
religion or sexuality; to call for transfers to candidates who sign this 
pledge.”
If  elected, I will not go on junket trips for councillors or claim spurious 
expenses. Elected or not, I will work with others around the country in 
pursuit of  these objectives. In Kildare I will be working with Joanne Pender 
(Newbridge), Martin Grehan (Maynooth), and likeminded others.

The Celbridge-Leixlip area urgently needs more schools, primary and 
secondary. I will work to get direct funding for new schools, taking traffic 
and planning into account. Funding for school counselling services and 
special needs education must be restored.
I will also address concerns about current proposals to build schools under 
Public Private Partnerships – in which schools cost 10% more than direct 
funding and remain under the control of  a private contractor for up to 25 
years – and the impact this may have on the local community.

Picketing to stop the sale of a repossessed home with Cllr Pat Dunne & Joan Collins TD
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Celbridge and Leixlip need more, cheaper public 
transport,  including links between the two towns. 
This would take cars off  the road, shorten journey 
times, reduce traffic jams and pollution. I will work for a 
properly funded, integrated system across Kildare and 
the greater Dublin area.

There are over 5,300 people on the Kildare housing 
list and waiting times up to 10 years. Rents are rising.
Mortgage-holders in difficulty may lose their homes. 
We need urgent action to stop homelessness, including 
rent controls to stop people being forced out. With over 
90,000 on housing lists, and numbers rising, we need 
a public building program of 100,000 homes over the 
next three years. This would cost about !5 billion per 
year but would be self-financing after ten years. Every 
!1 billion of such investment creates 10,000 jobs.

developer-driven. Regulation to control build quality 
and location should be tightened, not diluted to boost 
profits. Remember Priory Hall?

I call for a write-down of residential mortgages to 
market value, as was done in the Norway in 1992 
and recently happened in Iceland. I will organise with 
homeowners to resist repossessions and evictions from 
family homes.

Inexpensive facilities for teenagers are scarce, 
especially in Celbridge. I will campaign to reverse the 
25% cut in Kildare Youth Service budget, to support 
local initiatives with young people. I will press for 
facilities they can use both in summer and winter.
Lack of jobs, housing and educational opportunities 
have forced many young people to emigrate. JobBridge 
and other cheap-labour scams undermine real jobs. A 
house-building programme would provide homes and 
jobs for them – a start to a real recovery.

 If  you have an issue you’d like to discuss, or to find out more about Community Solidarity, 
see www.Facebook.com/CommunitySolidarityNorthKildare, call me on 0857131903, email young.brend@gmail.com 

or write to me at:  Young’s Cross, Stacumny Rd, Celbridge, Co.Kildare.

With Joanne Pender and supporters at Kildare County Council


